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SEE PAGE 3 FOR INFORMATION ON JUNE MEETING AT BRIARWOOD!!!

DEADLINE POLICY FOR NEWSLETTER RESTRUCTURED

In an effort to better coordinate the distribution of information
concerning field trips as well as other dated information the newsletter will
start a new (and hopefully permanent! ) deadline policy with the upcoming
Summer Newsletter. The deadlines for the four newsletters will be as follows

Spring Newsletters: March 1
Summer Newsletters: June 1

Fall Newsletters: September 1
Winter Newsletters: December 1

Every effort will be made to have the newsletters in the mail within 7
days following the deadline.

Chapters should take note of the dates listed above to ensure that

information concerning their activities are submitted for publication in the
newsletter in time for all LNPS members to take advantage of them!

So, the deadline for submitting articles, chapter information, plant
requests, etc. for the SUMMER 1987 Newsletter is June 1, 1987. Please mail

your correspondence in as early as possible, at least several days prior to
the deadline so it will arrive in time to:

David Heikamp
717 Giuffrias
Metairie, Louisiana 70001

AN INVITATION TO ALL LNPS MEMBERS

LNPS member Karlene DeFatta (Northwest Chapter) writes: the Northwest
Chapter of the LNPS (Shreveport area) plans a special field trip to Benny
Simpson's arboretum of native plants located at Texas A & M at Renner. The
date: April 4th.

Members who have read Benny Simpson's articles in the Texas Wildflower
Newsletter over the years know what a valuable experience this will be,
150 species and varieties of native plants can be seen there.

The Texas A & M center is located on Coit Road just north of Campbell
Road. It is 4.2 miles north of I-635 (the LBJ Freeway). Members of the LNPS
are invited to join us for the tour of the arboretum. If you are interested
in joining us, write me for more information at the following address:

Over



Karlene Delatta
Keithville, La. 71047

Note:

e an interesting side-trip to Greenhills Wildflower Preserve is in the
vorks.,

X Located in Dallas at 7575 Wheatland Road and run by curator Geoffrey
Stanford, there are interesting trails to walk and plants to see - Texas
bluebells, salvias, pavonias, Mexican buckeyes, etc,

ACADIANA CHAPTER NEWS

The Acadiana Chapter puts out a fine newsletter, and should be commended
for the‘number of special projects and field trips they coordinate. For
anyone interested in attending one of their field trips:

“Saturday, April 1l: Kisatchie National Forest wild azalea trail. feet at

the Acadiana Park parking lot on E. Alexander at 9:00 AM. Call Celia Bollich
at 235-0429 if you want to go, as an advance roster is needed.

Saturday, May 2: Tour of Jerry Tate's Lacasine Arboretum. Meet at the

Acadiana Park parking lot on E. Alexander. Again, call Celia Bollich at
235-0429 if you'd like to go.

DON'T FORGET OUR TREASURER'S ADDRESS!

If you know someone who did not receive this newsletter, there's a good
chance their 1987 dues are outstanding! So, if you have to renew your dues,
or know someone that would like to join the LNPS the place to send your $5 is:

Bill Gebelein

11128 Woodmere Drive
Shreveport, Louisiana 71115

WINTER MEETING NEWS

Some noteworty items from our winter (1/24/87) meeting:
1. The following Officers and Board Members were elected for 1987:

President: Diane Bullard
Rt. 3, Box B7
Arnaudville, Louisiana 70512

Vice-President: Ed Leuck
333 Albany
Shreveport, Louisiana 71105

Treasurer: Bill Gebelein
11128 Woodmere Drive
Shreveport, Louisiana 71115



Secretary: Beth Erwin
520 Fairview
Bastrop, Louisiana 71220

Newsletter: David Heikamp

717 Giuffrias
Metairie, Louisiana, 70001

1987 Board Members (3 year terms):

Nelwyn Gilmore Dr. Rob
. ert Murray John Mayronne
P.0. Box 44124 P.0. Box 7 Rt 5, Box 229A

Baton Rouge, La. 70804 Simpson, La. 71474 Covington, La. 70433

2 By—lgws were ammended to include the editor of the newsletter on the Board
of Directors.
3. The Northwest Chapter plans a field trip in May to see Stewartia in bloom.

gnyone interested in attending should write Karlene DeFatta (be sure to
include a SASE) for more information.

DATE SET FOR SUMMER MEETING

This year's summer meeting will be held at Briarwood, the Caroline Dorman
Nature Preserve, June 5 through June 7. It is sponsored by the Northwest
Chapter of the LNPS. Briarwood offers one of the largest collection of plants
native to the southeastern U.S. to be found anywhere. Many specimens are over
seventy years old. Some of our state's foremost botanists, naturalists and
landscape architects will be available to answer any questions you might have.
Tours will be informal with a balance of talent to cover all fields. Expect a
great time! The agenda is as follows:

Briday, June Sth:
12:00 Noon: check in and set-up camping.
7:00 - 9:30 PM: campfire and socializing.

Saturday, June 6th:
6:00 - 8:00 AM: early wali for birders and
photographers.
8:00 - 12:00 Noon: tours and study group.

12:00 - 1:00 PM: lunch.

1:00 - 2:00 PM: business meeting.

2:00 - 5:00 PM: sandhill car tour - meet and leave
from Briarwood.

5:00 - 7:00 PM: rest, relaxation, supper.

7:00 - 8:00 PM: late walk at Briarwood,

8:00 - 9:30 PM: slides and lecture.

hie
Plpdpe gREe Tt 6:00 - 8:00 AM: early morning walk for bird watching.
8:00 - 8:30 AM: relax or pack.
8:30 AM: depart from Briarwood for Cypress-Black

Bayou Recreation Area (1 1/2 hour
drive).



Three words of warning that pertain to most of our state in June:
mosquitoes, chiggers (redbugs) and ticks. We use Cutters Repellent for
mOSqu}toes and ticks and dust our socks with sulphur for chiggers. Taking
care in where you walk helps most. The first discussion of the day will be
how to avoid these little killjoys!

Saline, La. and vicinity is blessed with stores and gas stations that are
open every day including Sundays. Restaurants are mainly "a la hamburger"”
herenln Saline, but we do have an excellent catfish restaurant called "Mirror
Lake" located nearby. Natchitoches, a forty minute drive from Briarwood, has
several restaurants and motels. For Chamber of Commerce information call
1—318-352~4&11 or write: 781 Front Street, Natchitoches, La. 71457.

Brlarwooq (the Caroline Dorman Nature Preserve) is located just off La.

9=12 m}les south of Saline or 19 miles north of Campti, La. There's a
green highway sign by the road. For more information call Richard i

Johnson at 1-318-576-3379 or write him at Rt. 1, Box 195, Saline, La. 71070.
Particulars: camping facilities are available for tents and

self-contained RVs. As a special rs,

provide several tent and RV sites. RVs should make advance reservations.

CamPstoves are OK, NO OPEN FIRES ARE ALLOWED! A screened cooking porch 1is

a?allable and restrooms are available at the Visitor Center. Several camp

sites are available:

1. Cloud's Crossing: located on Saline Bayou, several campsites are
available along this swift-running creek. Picnic tables, a swimming hole,
chemical toilets, and garbage bins are available. Mosquitoes can be rough
so be prepared. 9 1/2 miles from Briarwood.

2. Mill Creek Reservoir: large open area on lake for camping. Nice view,
no facilities. 3 1/2 miles from Briarwood.

3. Kisatchie National Forest: several places around if you prefer isolation.
We suggest scouting the area first. Campfires are permitted.

Hwy.
big,

invitaticn to LNPS membsrs, Briarwood can

REQUEST FOR HELP AND INFORMATION

Geyata Ajilvsgi of Hearne, Texas writes that he is working on a book on
gardening for butterflies and needs information on plants used by butterflies.
He has compiled a list of plants he's interested in and will be happy to send
a copy to anyone interested. He would also like to hear from anyone having
information on particular plants that they find butterflies attracted to.
Geyata's mailing address is:

Geyata Ajilvsgil

ReL 15 Box 611
Hearne, Texas 77859

A Globally Rare False Dragon-Head in Louisiana

by Nelwyn Gilmore

Keep your eyes peeled for one of Louisiana's rarest plants! Correll's
False Dragon-Head ( Physostegia correllii ) is an attractive member of the
mint family with racemes of moderately showy lavender flowers. Flowers are
boldly spotted and streaked inside with purple, appearing from June to
September. This species is characterized by having rather broad leaves,
rarely more than 4 times as long as wide, the upper leaves with 1-3 pairs of
weakly primary veins (aside from the mid-vein) that emerge from a clasping




leaf base; by the presence of co

upper leaf surface (eviden GooreonsHggugular dotejou,Ehegcalys and

910083E2;th§r%zontal rhizo;e;? d%éi: Ezzgiézligni;iéezngl?nghe BfeiREE"L
S ilviar bottzms gisr;:t;hggriilt'leglse Dragon-Head is historically known from
it ds eurrently consid ouisiana, Texas, and northern Mexico, however,
historic populatio ered extremely rare globally. Attempts to relocate
have: Lasnl naie sings ?gge been mostly unsuccessful, and only 3 collections
US, %® aliong a roaj i d 3f Currently, the only known living population in the
8 O Chardcs Par ilhe in Camerog Parish. Another population in Louisiana
zevdiened by the és F'as been gxt1?pated. This species is currently being
S = 5. Fish and Wildlife Service and has been assigned a C2
s - roposal for disting is pending until information is obtained on its
status in Mexico, which may take some time.
o iThe ;oad51de occurrence in Cameron Parish is in the coastal prairie
gion, nowever this species has been found in a variety of biotic

comminities. Microhabitat factors may be of significant importance in
determining distribution.

Any information that can be provided on the occurrence of this species
would be appreciated. Photographs should be taken rather than collections!

Nelwyn M. Gilmore

La. Natural Heritage
DNR-CMD

P.0. Box 44124

Baton Rouge, La. 70804

MISTLETOE: LEGEND, FOLKLORE, AND HOST PREFERENCE

By Charles Allen and Tanya Allen

Mistletoe has been used for many purposes throughout history in several
parts of the World (Frazer, 1900, Kuijt, 1969). Note: mistletoe is reported
by most authors to be poisonous and should not be experimented with!
Traditional (by ingesting) medicinal uses of mistletoe decotions include cure
or relief from epilepsy, cramps, ulcers, digestive distress, or hemorrhages;
to prevent pregnancy or to increase the chances of pregnancy both in humans
and cows; and to prevent cancer. It was considered by some to be a remedy
against all poisons. Other medicinal uses of mistletoe include Fhe carrying
of a sprig of mistletoe tied to a string around the neck or a knife whose
handle is made from mistletoe wood. Both of these were.repgrted'to ward off
epileptic attacks. Mistletoe has also been used to extlngu%sh fires, as a
preservative against wounds, to cause gardgns to bear plentifully, and to
bring about success in hunting. Rosaries in some areas of Europe usgd to be
made from mistletoe wood., Mistletoe has algo been uged as a protection
against sorcery and witchcraft such as placing a sprig on the thrgspo%d to
ward off nightmares. Mistletoe wood has also been used to make divining rods
i fézg g?lgﬁe legends of mistletoe 1is found in an ancient story of Iceland
from about 1220 A.D. This story is a retelling og an even older tale perhaps
of the time of the Vikings. Balder was the favorite of the gods and-the son
of 0Odin (Father) and Frigg (Mother). Balder.started having threatening dreams
and his mother (Frigg) made all thigs and.belngs'take an oath not EO hzrm
Balder. But, she overlooked the insignificant mistletoe (or t;;:gwtlﬁ Tl
mistletoe was too young to swear) which grew west of Valhalla g alhalla.
The evil Loki observed this. The gods amused themselves by throwing spears




22% 2tgggs at Balder which did not harm him
ind brother named Hodur (or Hother) join i
spear ol thiouini. But, Toki t er) who was not able to join in the
mistletoe spear. Hodur threw 'h > aught Hodur how to throw and gave him a
Baldcs. the mistletoe spear and killed his brother
Mistletoe i "
L e bylﬁegrggaglﬁ the "Golden Bough" in the Latin epic Aeneid which
e re G (N magic gwetells of the travels of Aeneas.
T b e considiredpto ;2 2eeyftofcome fromliFs.growing on other plants.
sky. It is often considered t g; com ithe divinity, a plant fallen from the
in the space between plants ang e'the preantsm thet bridges bhgler o A
Mistletoe was used on New Year'sa:1m§1§ g e Lo Bl Eede YR
the new year. The "kissing under Zh i s A e e
Baaland tolnot only bridgegthe be mistletoe" tradition probably started in
betw;en strangers or the boss aﬁzpthzt22§2e§2:y01d - e e
istl i : 4
s produiggefiimtgggghzrig gaV? or%glnated from an old belief that the plant
mistle and tan meant twig -DTE%;.wash:lﬁigegngio—sa:9n s fgr gung o
e e . : mistietoe with the passage of
B L e e L
R caiiate wit . : ments have s own that mistletoe
foeristribEting the seegzugrgzsiigg Egriggz T T e
he mistletoe in Louisiana is probabl ] ]
tomentosum with Phoradenron serotgnum sni ;;irzgznzgiilsiilphoradendron
It is an evergreen, semiparasite on broadleaved (mostly dec?iﬁguzg iigz:yms.
PhQradendron is Greek for "thief tree". It is widely distributed in the.
United States from New Jersey westward to Missouri south through the
sotheastern states to Texas and the same or similar species is found in
Mexico and up the Pacific coast to Oregon.
Gleasoq (1963) noted that although mistletoe occurred on many species
of trees, it seemed to be more prevalent on a particular species in each
locality throughout its range. Stalter (1971) found hickory to be the most
common host for mistletoe in North Carolina. Eleuterius (1976) found water
oak to be the preferred host for mistletoe in southern Mississippi. Rucker
and Hemmerly (1976) report that more than one half of the mistletoe host trees
in Rutherford County, Tennessee were elms. Ferguson and Hemmerly (1976) found
that almost one half of the mistletoe host trees in Maury County, Tennessee
were American Elm. In 1977, McKinney and Hemmerly found that almost one half
of the mistletoe host trees in Davidson County, Tennessee were also American
Elm. Blackgum was fourd to be the almost exclusive host for mistletoe in
Williamson County, Tennessee. In Walker County, Georgia, Cole and Hemmerly
(1981) found hickory to be the preferred host for mistletoe. All of these are

summarized in Table 1:

because of the sworn oath. Balder

TABLE 1. MISTLETOE HOST PREFERENCE LITERATURE LIST

HOST SPECIES LOCATION PERCENT
SEPTEMBER ELM ( Ulmus serotina ) Williamson Co., Tenn. 66
AMERICAN ELM ( Ulmus americana ) Rutherford Co., Tenn. 38
AMERICAN ELM ( Ulmus_americana ) Maury Co., Tenn. 44
AMERICAN ELM ( Ulmus_americana ) Davidson Co., Tenn. 49
HICKORY ( Carya ) Meisenheimer, N.C. 55
HICKORY ( Carya ) Walker Co., Ga. 64
BLACKGUM ( Nyssa sylvatica ) Lawrence Co., Tenn. 90
WATER OAK ( Quercus nigra ) South Mississippi 82



A

/

- Viiniiiner ZO Eehruafy we travelled and watched for mistletoe. Mistletoe
iy _1093 uring this Flme as it is evergreen and the leaves of the host
i m;ﬁ31“8: In fact mistletoe can be spotted from 200-300 yards or even
o Janu;r lgn T;gtletoe was spotted, the host tree was identified and listed.
yb Clinty : 6, the mistletoe hosts along Louisiana 10 between Greenburg
o Co? (East Feliciana and St. Helena parishes) and along Louisiana 61

een 1%nton and Baton Rouge (East Baton Rouge and East Feliciana parishes)
were identified and recorded (Table 2):

TABLE 2. MISTLETOE HOSTS IN SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA

LA. 10 (Greenburg-Clinton) EAST FELICIANA AND ST. HELENA PARISHES

HOST SPECIES NO. OF TREES
SWEETGUM 75
WATER OAK 7
SOUTHERN RED OAK 3
PECAN 2
RIVER BIRCH i
POST OAK 1

LA. 61 (Clinton-Baton Rouge) EAST FELICIANA AND EAST BATON ROUGE PARISHES

HOST SPECTIES NO. OF TREES
SWEETGUM 126
WATER OAK 43
PECAN 6
AMERICAN ELM 2

On January 25, 1986, most of the mistletoe hosts in Eunice (St. Landry
Parish) were located, identified, and listed (Table 3). On January 26, 1986,
part of Basile and rural areas north of Basile (Evangeline Parish) were
searched for mistletoe (Table 3). On February 1, 1986, U.S. 190 in Elton,
Kinder, and LeBlanc (Allen and Jefferson Davis parishes) was travelled and
mistletoe hosts noted (Table 3).

TABLE 3. MISTLETOE HOSTS IN SOUTHWESTERN LOUISTIANA

EUNICE (ST. LANDRY PARISH)

HOST SPECIES NO. OF TREES
WATER OAK 59
GREEN ASH 3
SOUTHERN RED OAK 1

BASILE (EVANGELINE PARISH)

HOST SPECIES NO. OF TREES
WATER OAK 34
GREEN ASH 1

SOUTHERN RED OAK 1



TABLE 3. (continued)

ELTON (JEFFERSON DAVIS PARISH)

HOST SPECIES NO. OF TREES
WATER OAK 43
SOUTHERN RED OAK 1

KINDER & LEBLANC (ALLEN PARISH)

HOST SPECIES NO. OF TREES
WATER OAK 60
PECAN 1
BLACKCHERRY 1

: ggafgund 480 trees wlth'mistletoe in them (276 in Southeastern Louisiana

an in Southwestern Louisiana). In Southeastern Louisiana, we found that
72% of the host trees were sweetgum (Table 4). In Southwestern Louisiana we

found that 967% of the mistletoe host trees were water oak (Table 4).

TABLE 4. MISTLETOE HOST PREFERENCE IN SELECTED AREAS OF LOUISIANA
HOST SPECIES LOCATION

PERCENT
WATER OAK ( Quercus nigra ) Southwestern La. 96
SWEETGUM ( Liquidamber styraciflua ) Southeastern La. 73

Water oak is easy to identify in the winter because a few of the leaves
usually remain on the tree while most other trees lose all their leaves.
Sweetgum is also easy to identify because many sweetgum trees have the fruits
(balls) on them. In addition to sweetgum and water oak, we also observed
mistletoe in southern red oak, pecan, green ash, American Elm, postoak, river
birch, and black cherry. Mistletoe has also been observed in blackjack oak
(north of Kinder), chicken tree or Chinese Tallow Tree (LeCompte), sycamore
(pine prairie), slippery elm, and honey locust (both between LeCompte and
Alexandria). A list of all reported mistletoe hosts is in Table 5.

TABLE 5. MISTLETOE HOST SPECIES

ASH, AMERICAN ELM, WINGED OAK, POST*
ASH, GREEN* HACKBERRY 0AK, SOUTHERN RED*
BEECH, AMERICAN HICKORY, MOCKERNUT OAK, WATER*
BIRCH, RIVER* HICKORY, PIGNUT 0AK, WHITE
BLACKCHERRY* HICKORY, SHAGBARK OSAGE ORANGE
BLACKGUM HONEYLOCUST* PECAN*
BLACKLOCUST MAPLE, RED PERS IMMON
CHICKEN TREE* MAPLE, SILVER REDBUD
(CHINESE TALLOW TREE)  MESQUITE SASSAFRAS
COTTONWOOD OAK, BLACK SWEETGUM*
DOGWOOD, FLOWERING OAK, BLACKJACK* SYCAMORE*
ELM, AMERICAN* OAK, BUR TULIP TREE
ELM, SEPTEMBER OAK, CHESTNUT WALNUT, BLACK
ELM, SLIPPERY* OAK, NORTHERN RED WILLOW

* observed in Louisiana



If anyone
observe
5, we would ol
appreci _ other than those lis in Tal
Ufs-). Secondly. w:tsoz?s lccatl9“ (within the state or a;ywhe;;t?i tgelible
mistletoe on any hosts listigpréclate the locality information in Louisiana of
suspect that mist] without an asterisk in Table 5 And, if you

etoe ha 5
a count of host tr S a preferred host in your area, we would like to see
€eés conducted in the area.

istletoe ip any host

You may contact us at:

12198411 S¢.,
Eunice, La., 70535
Phone 318-546-6208
Thanks t :
LaBOrde—Bullgrgn:idAé%en for assistance with the mistletoe legends, to Diane

Dale Thomas f f i d Ri d
Bord : or some of the literature, and to Richar
elon and Kelli West for help in counting the mistletoe trees.
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JESSAMINES IN BLOOM NOW TO APRIL

by Jack Price

(Ed. Note: The followin i
\ e g article a d i R
reprinted with their permission,) R T O e e

Y : !
ellow Jessamine is an €vergreen vine which grows to a length of 20 feet

Eiazg;egloiésaggézirg blooming season is January through April although some
lanceolate, deep vei VETY month of.the year. Dark green leaves are opposite,
fnchf wildal Leages a?: and approximately 2 inches in length and 3/4 of an
at the leaf 58 feepon 3Paced ab9ut 2 inches apart on the stem. A node forms
devetc Th : 1 and when this node comes in contact with the soil, roots
: Ps ~%le vine i35 woody in texture, about 1/8 of an inch thick, and as the
vine ages it turns from a light green to a darker green to a rusty color.
o TEE root system is shallow and wide spreading. Small roots extend outward
from the main system and may be several fezt in length. Several vines may be
produced by one root forming a cluster of climbing vines. Flowering takes
place almost every month of the year. It is a pleasant surprise to be walking
through the woods in January or February and find a Yellow Jessamine blooming.
Yellow Jessamine reaches the height of its beauty in early March with a burst
of ye%low. Hundreds of flowers may blanket a fence or tree. Flowers bloom on
thg tips of the stems forming clusters of a dozen or more blooms. The
slightly fragrant trumpet-shaped, five-lobed flowers are approximately 1 1/2
inches across the opening. Flowers last for several days then shed after
pollination. Seed pods are oblong, about 1 inch long and 1/4 of an inch
thick. As spring advances new growth forms and more blooming takes place. In
dense woods Yellow Jessamine will grow to the top of good size trees, on fence
rows, low bushes and on open land where it will spread out, forming a thick
tangle of vines.

Yellow Jessamine is not easy to transplant, but once established it will
do well under just about any soil conditions. It likes the sun but will do
well in shade. Very little care is needed once it is established in your
garden, When transplanting is attempted it is best to take the shallow
runners in a ball of soil. Remove several sections where roots are
established, cut from the main vine. Place in a plastic sack immediately as
the plants will dehydrate very fast. Plant near a fence or tree where it will
have a chance to climb. Place a plastic sack over the entire area aqd hyld
down with small rocks or a ccuple cf boards. Keep the plastic covering in
place until the roots have reestablished and new growth is noted, Water
often. Winter months are the best time for transplanting. Do not attempt to

take the main vine.

START PLANNING TO COLLECT SEEDS NOW

It is once again time to start planning'to c?llect seed fsr :zitzgmlngast
year's seed exchange program. There's no time like now to ge ti's ea; e
year's exchange was a big success, and with_more ?ooperatlon. ;logming .
be even better. Pay attention to where varlous wlldflowershare ok t;g i
keep notes as to where they are. If you can somehow markEt e fg a’big N
plant with a weather-resistant tag, so much the bette;. ou:eﬁeighbors g
there are many opportunities to collect seed. Some ?11¥n R a0 ikt
trees, shrubs, etc. growing in their yards, and be willing
you.

involved
When to go out and collect the seed depends on both the species '



: t partic
thelr seeds faster than pergii;liearif e G stie WL meture

the whole plant, 1f i, ig _ the plant is an annual, you can take

the seeds, being carefyl @ Perenial, cut off the portion of the plant with
never take all the e not to dlgturb the rest of the plant. In any case,
seeltol it ‘that enon =S of a particular species from a given area. Always

the species in that spot.

» label carefully as to the date collected,

and where it was giscription of the plant), your name for future reference,
Collected, When you get home, store the seeds in a cool, dry

lace. It i
P L 1s generally not Nécessary to refrigerate them, and in no case
store them in a sealeg contai

- ner or plastic bag, as they will mold. Clean the
issgs as much as possible, A regular sieve from the kitchen is very good for

-Finally, send the seeds you collect to Mr. Larkin, our Seed Exchange
Cha}rman? at the address below., Do not send them in an envelope, the post
office will crush the vast majority of them if you do - use a small box!

Mr. John Larkin

Rt. 4, Box 189 B

Mockingbird Hill Rd.
Franklinton, Louisiana 70438



