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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

First, let me thank you for our successful winter meeting. To
those of you that could not come, we missed you. Dr. Ben Martin
presented one of the best programs I have ever experienced. We would
like to thank Dr. Charles Allen, LSU-Eunice, and Dr. R. Dale Thomas,
Northeast Louisiana University, for their help with the program.

Our summer meeting will also be a special one. A tour of the
Kisatchie Wood is to be the main feature. In case you are unfamiliar
with this area, it is a very unique one of sheer cliffs, sandstone
rocks, hills, and unusual plants. The date set for this is Saturday,
August 18, 1984,

Now is the time to prepare for our January 26, 1985 meeting and
plant sale. Pot up more plants than you intend to bring to the sale,
for if you are like me, some will not prosper. I would suggest using
metal cans or plastic pots, as paper cartons have a way of disintegrating
on the way home. Balled and burlapped plants are OK but should be
root pruned this spring prior to lifting next winter.

Now that we have our Louisiana Native Plant Society, let's use it.
If you see something that needs to be done, please speak up. If you
have information about unusual or rare plants, and would like to
share the information, let our editor know. If you can lead a field trip
to an unusual area, we ask that you contact your local chapter.

Sincerely,

RM{W

Richard L. Johnson
President, LNPS.



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA NATIVE PIANT SOCIETY
by Neil Bertinot

The annual meetinz of the Louisiana Native Plant Society was held Saturday,’
January 28, 1984 in the Woodworth Center at LSU Alexandria, at 1:00 PM.

The meetinz was brought to order by President Richard Johnson, Secretary
Ruth Griffin read the minutes of the last meeting (Auzust, 1983) and the
minutes were accepted as read.

President Richard Johnson then called for reports from the area chapters
of the LNPS. Reports were given by the following chapters: Greater New
Orleans, Ruston, Red River, Shreveport, and Acadiana. Dr. Ben Martin reported
on the progress being made in organizing the Central Louisiana Chapter which
is presently in formation.

Jim Robbins gave an informative talk about the Bossier Parish Nature Study
Center, which is located on Linton Road in Benton, La. Members were invited
to visit the Center.

The composition of, and numbers of members on, the nominating committee
wasgthen discussed by Mr. Johnson. He said that after much discussion and
deliberation by the By-Laws Committee, it was decided the by-laws should be
amended so that the Nominating Committee would be comprised of one member
from each area chapter. A motion was made by Beth Erwin to implement these
changes. The motion was duly gseconded by Diane Laborde, and carried. Mr.
Johnson directed that, as soon as possible after the Winter Meeting, each
chapter select one member to be appointed to the Nominating Committee.

The next order of business was the election of officers for the coming
year. Nr., Johnson asked the Nominating Committee to present the nominees.

The followinz members were nominated by the Committee and unanimously elected
by the membership to the offices shown:

President - Richard Johnson
Vice President - Dr. Ben Martin
Secretary - Neil Bertinot
Treasurer - Elinor Herd

BEditor - David Heikamp

The publication of a newsletter was then discussed. David Heikamp said he
felt that putting out 4 newsletters a year was about what he could manage.
Mr. Johnson informed the chapters that furnishing chapter news to the editor
was a responsibility of the chapter secretaries. Mr. Heikamp set February 29
as the deadline for reception of articles and news for inclusion in the
Spring issue of the newsletter. il

Mr. Johnson then brought up the matter of obtaining more people to conduct
workshops, and asked that the membership provide him with the names and
addresses of qualified individuals who would be willing to conduct workshops.

There being no further official business, the meeting was ad journed.

TREASURER'S REPORT, La. Native Plant Society

Balance on hand as of 1/25/84.......................$b25.00



A BEAUTIFUL NATIVE
by Neil Bertinot

LOU}Slapa‘lS blessed with many fine and beautiful native plant species.
Our native irises must surely be considered to be one of the most beautiful
in this select group. The species, and natural or man-made hybrids, are
collectively called 'louisiana iris', with the exception of Iris virginica
(including var. shrevei) which will not be considered here.

This member of the genus Iris belonzs to the series Hexagonae consisting
of several closely related species which occur in Louisiana. Some occur in
a few other states as well.

Modern garden cultivars have been produced, largely by amateur hybridizer:
by cross pollinating selected varieties, planting the resultant seeds, and the
keeplng only the best and most beautiful offspring. This mixing of the genes
from different species, and their color variants, has resulted in a kaleido-
scope of color. Colors range through shades of white, cream, yellow, pink,
tan, brown, orange, red, and blue to deepest purple (almost black). Consider
the additions of blends, bitones, and bicolors and you have some idea of the
rainbow character of this plant.

The modern cultivars available today are due to the pioneering efforts of
people like Mary Swords DeBaillon, Caroline Dorman, Professor Ira Nelson,
W.B. MacMillan, G.W. Holleyman, Charles Arny, Sidney Conger, Frank Chowning,
Claude Davis, Joe Mertzweiller, Kenneth Durio, Marvin Granger, and others.
Those of us who are following - who are working with these plants now - are
largely building on the solid foundation created by these individuals, several
of whom are still leading the way.

Anyone interested in viewing these plants in all their splendor should
consider attending the Spring Show of the Society for Louisiana Irises, held
annually in Lafayette, Louisiana. This year the show will be held April 14-
15, 1984, in the USL Conference Center. The show is open to the general
public on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday. There is usually a tour of the
C.W. Arny garden on Saturday morning. Visiting the Arny garden is quite an
experience as the visitor (Mother Nature permitting) will see hundreds of
varieties and literally thousands of blooms of our beautiful native, the
louisiana iris. For more information concerning the show, or the Society
for Louisiana Irises, write Aline M. Arceneaux, Sec-Treas., P.0O. Box 40175,

Lafayette, Louisiana 70504.

DEADLINE FOR SUMMER NEWSLETTER!

All articles, information, etc. to be included in the summer newsletter
must be received by me no later than May 31, 1984, Please send to the
followinz address as early as possible:

David Heikamp

717 Giuffrias
Metairie, Louisiana 70001
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HE FINDS RARE SILKY CAMELLIA

by Jack Price )
(Ed. Note: Jack is from the Shreveport-Bossier area

: : isi Mississipns

Stewartia malacodendron is a native camellia ofULOgggaggaérhéigifsi?g;.
south Arkansas and in one area of Texas. These large e seens
are rare, especially in our area. The Ogly ?1;§¥C;§?:
until this year was in Inez Conger's garden L S :

In May, 1980 I was a member of a group which visited an areaT;n ;?fkeaSt
Texas Big Thicket where a colony of these plants is protected. The Y
camellias were in full bloom on both occasions and easy to ldentify. 1

A couple of weeks ago my wife and I were in an area in porth centra
Louisiana searching for plants when I noticed an odd-appearing shrub with
distinct foliage and odd frujit (seed pods). Upon arriving home a search of
several reference books and discussions with several wildflower friends led
us to the discovery we had indeed found the silky camellia. Our native
camellia is a large shrub or small tree with several large 3 to 4 inch main
trunks emerging from the same root system to form a circle. Trunks and limbs
seem not to grow too tall but bow over fanning outward for 15 to 20 feet.

The flowers of the Stewartia are really something to see, they are on
very short stems and, as. a rule, only one flower on each stem. There are fiv
Snow white petals which curve slightly up at the ends. The petals widen out
on the outer edges and overlap for about % of their length, then spread out.
Petal edges are wavy and slightly veined.

The five petals join in the center with a small green ball forming in the
center. This ball is surrounded by many stamens; the filaments (stems of the
stamens) are dark purple; anthers are sky blue. Seed pods (green balls)
enlarge after the petals shed until they are about % inch in size. They
mature in October, turn brown and split open. These pods are in five equal
sections, each section holds one to three seeds (usually two). Seeds look
like oversized apple seeds, brown in color and lenticular in shape, they are
covered by a water resistant coating and a very hard seed cover. Seeds can
be dormant for years before germination.

Leaves are dark green on the top and pale green below with a very soft hair
covering. They alternate on very short stems up the twigs in tight clusters.
The leaves are noticeably veined, with the veins alternatinz, two to three
inches long, 1% to 2 inches wide, oval to elliptic in shape and will burn
easily in direct sun. Foliage for the coming year begins to form on the
Stewartia during October when the seeds are maturing and the leaves are
shedding. ] !

The Silky Camellia is the aristocrat of all our native plants. It ig
deciduous and transplanting should be done during the winter months.

(Ed. Note: According to several of my wildflower friends here and in Alabama,
Stewartia malacodendron is very difficult to transplant, often fails to
thrive even under ideal conditions, is almost impossible to crow from Seed,

but 1s fairly easy to root by cuttings taken in August/September. Several

nurseries now offer this beauty, including Woodlanders of Aiken, So. Carolina.)
















